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PREMIER - CENSURE FOR POOR JUDGMENT 
Suspension of Standing Orders - Motion 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [2.31 pm] - without notice:  I move -  

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved forthwith -  

That this house censures the Premier for his poor judgment with respect to the appointment of 
ministers, the allocation of ministerial portfolios and his lifting of the ban his predecessor 
Dr Gallop had on Labor members dealing with Brian Burke and Julian Grill.   

The reason I move this motion is that the state of Western Australia is being seriously damaged.  The reputation 
of not only this state but this Parliament is being tarnished by the revelations of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission in Western Australia.   
Mr E.S. Ripper:  We will agree to the suspension.  Let us debate the substantive motion. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  This state is being run by paid lobbyists - Mr Burke and Mr Grill.  The tentacles of their 
connections go to the heart of this government.  I am pleased the government is willing to agree to this motion.   
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [2.35 pm]:  I move - 

That this house censures the Premier for his poor judgment with respect to the appointment of ministers, 
the allocation of ministerial portfolios and his lifting of the ban his predecessor Dr Gallop had on Labor 
members dealing with Brian Burke and Julian Grill. 

The matter facing this Parliament today is one of the most serious that has come before this house that I 
remember.  The situation in Western Australia is that four ministers, perhaps five, have been or will be 
removed - sacked - from their portfolios for corruption.  This situation is unprecedented in the history of the 
Western Australian Parliament.  It is a matter that is of deep concern to all members of this house, on whom the 
actions of these lobbyists and this government reflect.   

The Premier, Hon Alan Carpenter, showed appalling judgment in opening the doors to Brian Burke and Julian 
Grill when he became Premier of Western Australia.  Members know that the former Premier banned members 
of the Labor government from either talking to or having connections with Brian Burke and Julian Grill.   

This state is faced with a confidence crisis.  People across the nation and internationally are commenting on what 
is happening in Western Australia.  This state’s reputation has been damaged by these revelations.  Investor 
confidence in this state is being damaged.  People will now carefully consider whether to come to Western 
Australia to invest, discuss or make arrangements with a government that has lost four ministers, and perhaps a 
fifth - a third of the cabinet of the Western Australian government.   

The ethics and accountability of this government are in question and under serious threat.  The honesty of this 
state is in question and has been severely damaged.  Each member of this house is affected by the activities that 
have occurred in the past 12 to 18 months and, I suspect, go back to when the former Premier was in office.  If 
the former Premier knew that these things were going on, it is no wonder that he became ill.  The consequences 
go beyond damaging the Labor Party.  They reflect on each member of this Parliament.  The institution of this 
Parliament has been betrayed by the selfish actions and weakness of government members.  Instead of setting the 
highest possible standards, the Labor Party is leading the moral decay of our society.  Regardless of which way 
members look at this situation, it has arisen because of the Premier’s appointment of ministers such as the former 
member for Peel and Minister for Small Business, Mr Marlborough, and the member for Riverton, the former 
Minister for the Environment.  Now another minister is under threat of losing his job.  Had the former Minister 
for the Environment had any integrity he would have resigned before the Premier sacked him, and the same 
applies to the Minister for Local Government.   

Where did it start?  It started with the supposed “cleanskin”, the Premier of Western Australia.  He is the person 
who owes his premiership to people who supported and crunched the numbers for the member for Murchison-
Eyre - Burke and Grill - and who had connections with almost every minister in Parliament.  Their tentacles 
reach also into the public service.  We have heard Brian Burke boasting that he has five ministerial officers on 
whom he can call at any minute to do his bidding.  It is worse than that.  In the early 1980s, when Brian Burke 
was the Premier of Western Australia, he laced the public service with apparatchiks.  Those people are still there.  
The decay goes right to the core of government and to the middle of the public service in Western Australia.  
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Some of those people are here today, former ministerial advisers who came up through the ranks to be ministers.  
The Labor Party is reaping the rewards, but what is it doing to Western Australia?  It is damaging the very fibre 
of Western Australia; it is damaging the core of the state.  I feel ashamed to be here.  The people of Western 
Australia want a line drawn in the sand; they want this matter cleaned up.  Every member of Parliament should 
know full well what is expected of him or her as an elected representative.  The people of Western Australia 
demand the highest levels of honesty and integrity from their members of Parliament.  What we have seen 
emerge from the Corruption and Crime Commission inquiry is absolutely disgraceful.  If there are members in 
this house who cannot do their job properly without fear or favour, they should get the bloody hell out of this 
place.  I do not care which side of the house they are on, they should get right out of here.  This is a disgraceful 
business.  I can almost predict what the Premier will do.  He will come in here and say he has acted decisively 
and that he is going to do this and that.  He is the guy who started the fire and now that he is putting it out he 
wants a bravery medal for doing so.  He will not get away with it because the people of Western Australia will 
know that we are in this position today because of the poor judgment of the Premier. 

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.42 pm]:  I want to read a comment made by 
Carmen Lawrence that appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on 21 October 1992.  It states - 

Having confronted the truth about our past and having shown a preparedness to take decisive action, my 
Government is committed to its ongoing responsibility to the future. 

I think to myself how true those words ring today in what the Premier has said time and again: “I may have made 
a mistake last year when I let Julian Grill and Brian Burke loose on my ministers, but I am fixing that, people of 
Western Australia.  I am exorcising those demons from our past and we are looking to the future.”  I suppose the 
message of those 15 years from 1992 to 2007 is that some things in this state simply do not change.  Members 
should ask themselves why those things do not change under Labor governments in this state.  It is because of 
the underlying culture of Labor and the union movement, which supports the Labor Party.  It is a culture built 
around patronage and doing favours for mates.  We saw it in the WA Inc days and we are seeing it again now.  It 
is a culture that, despite the best efforts of some people, cannot be suppressed.  It is a culture that says that when 
Labor is in government it will put its mates and vested interests ahead of the best interests of the state and good 
government in Western Australia. 

The editorial in The Australian Financial Review yesterday under the heading “Carpenter’s own goal” in my 
view captured the issue that confronts the Premier in excellent detail.  Last year the Premier gave free rein to 
Brian Burke and Julian Grill to commence openly activities involving his ministers.  I could not understand at 
the time why he would do that.  I now know, having reviewed the CCC transcripts for some time, that it certainly 
was a decision that benefited Mr Grill and Mr Burke financially.  There is absolutely no doubt about that. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  And benefited Labor members of Parliament who used their clients to fund them. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Of course it did. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Did Noel give you any of the money he got from Brian Burke? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  No.  I put up with a lot from the Treasurer at the end of last year when he sat there and 
made lie after lie and concoction for the simple reason of protecting an incompetent, failed minister of his 
government, the former Minister for Education and Training.  What happened to her? 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Mr Speaker, I heard the member for Vasse say “lie and concoction” in referring to the 
Deputy Premier.  I ask that he withdraw that assertion. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It can’t be hard; he’s telling the truth. 

The SPEAKER:  In fact it can.  I am sure that the member concerned did not say that, because I did not hear it.  
However, if he referred to a lie, I direct that he withdraw it. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  Mr Speaker, if I did inadvertently make that comment, I most certainly withdraw it. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  It was quite clear what the Treasurer was about in the six weeks or so of last year; it was 
not about the good governance of Western Australia.  For some reason the Treasurer seemed hell-bent on 
protecting one of his ministerial colleagues, the failed, disgraced former Minister for Education and Training.  
Why did the Treasurer have a particular interest in protecting her position in this chamber?  Why did the 
Treasurer spend so much of his time trying to keep her in cabinet?  People now call the former Minister for 
Education and Training Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich MBA, minister for bugger all, because that is what she is.  That is 
why the Treasurer expended so much energy last year, and that is irrefutable.  Was the Treasurer there when she 
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was on the phone to Brian Burke last year getting media training and tips on how to deal with the media from 
Brian Burke?  Was the Treasurer on the party line when she rang Brian Burke and asked for media advice?  Was 
the Treasurer on the party line when she rang Hon Adele Farina and threatened her preselection?  I wonder 
whether the Treasurer was.  Hon Adele Farina’s testimony to the CCC made for very interesting reading, 
Mr Speaker. 

However, let me get back to the case in point.  The case in point clearly here is a debate about the Premier’s own 
goal. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Aren’t you lucky that they don’t bug cars, my friend?  The Commodore compromise. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I am going to tell the Treasurer one more time what happened last year.  I went to the CCC 
and gave evidence, and guess what?  I have not been back.  I went there and told the truth.  The Treasurer 
concocted story after story after story.  He said, “You’ll be back there next week, member for Vasse.  They’re 
going to get you back there.”  Guess what?”  It did not happen. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  It isn’t over yet, my friend. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  The inquiry into Smiths Beach has concluded. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  But not a report. 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  The Treasurer will be interested to know that on 19 January the CCC wrote to everybody 
who gave evidence about Smiths Beach.  They got two sorts of letters.  They got a letter that said there was an 
adverse finding against them, or they did not.  Guess what?  I did not.  I have the letter with me.  Does the 
Treasurer want the letter? 

Mr M. McGowan:  Why don’t you table it? 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I am very happy to table the letter, Mr Speaker, when I find it in my notes. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGowan:  Table it! 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I will get it before the day is finished, but I have that letter, so I am comfortable. 

I did not go to the CCC because I had used my position as a minister of the Crown in this state to provide 
financial gain to Julian Grill and Brian Burke.  I did not go there because I had tried to get Brian Burke’s mates 
elected or put onto certain boards and commissions around this state.  I did not give evidence to say that I passed 
on secrets of the cabinet and confidential cabinet discussions to other people.  I did not do any of that.  
Therefore, one of the reasons we are having this debate today, as the Leader of the Opposition said, is about the 
Premier’s judgment and about this own goal.  It is now evident beyond any doubt that Mr Burke and Mr Grill 
had - perhaps still have - enormous influence over members of the Premier’s government, and had and still have 
enormous influence over various members of the Western Australian public service.  This is a huge issue.  I look 
forward to listening to the Premier explain to this house and to the people of this state what he intends to do in 
going forward - I am sure the Premier will talk about going forward and I applaud that - and how those issues 
will be addressed.  How will the infiltration of the Western Australian public sector by Mr Burke and Mr Grill be 
addressed?  How will people such as Mr Paul Frewer be dealt with?  The Premier may recall Paul Frewer; he is 
now the Acting Director General of the Department of Water.  Do members remember Mr Frewer?  Mr Frewer 
is the person who said in conversations with Mr Grill, “Gee, Julian, mate!  I am over in the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure upsetting the work that the minister is trying to do to protect Smiths Beach.”  I do not 
think the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is a great fan of Mr Frewer.  I would tend to support any 
comments that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure might make - I am sure that she will not make any - 
about Mr Frewer.  Mr Frewer rang Mr Grill and said, “I wouldn’t mind that job over in water, Julian - mate.”  
Guess what?  He got the job in the Department of Water.  How did that happen?  Maxine Murray approached the 
minister with a replacement for Mr Frewer because she does not like people employed in acting positions.  The 
minister replied that he liked Mr Frewer and that he would keep Mr Frewer in his job.  How did that happen?  A 
committee in the member for Collie-Wellington’s electorate is considering what to do with water from the 
Wellington Dam.  Guess who is on the committee?  Mr Frewer is on that committee.  Who is one of the 
proponents who wants to shandy or desalinate water from the Wellington Dam?  Griffin Coal.  It wants to do that 
by using power from its Bluewaters project.  Who is the lobbyist for Griffin Coal?  It is Mr Grill.  Every page I 
turn to is filled with links to Mr Grill and Mr Burke.  I want to know what the member for Willagee, as the 
Premier of this state, will do to address the problems that are being caused by the behaviour of his ministers.  
The solution to the problem is pretty easy - he should sack them.  To the Premier’s credit, he has done that when 
the situation has warranted it.  It is interesting to hear what people around the state say about Alan Carpenter.  
There is a perception that he is a strong Premier because he sacks people who break the rules and who offend the 
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processes of good governance.  However, we should look at the situation.  The four ministers the Premier has 
sacked - the four pillars on which the Labor Party has built its political capital - have all been sacked because of 
their relationships with others.  The last two ministers who were sacked had a direct relationship with Mr Burke 
and Mr Grill.  The Premier gave his ministers the green light to talk to those men.  As The Australian Financial 
Review stated, the Premier kicked that own goal.  

Before I finish talking about the public sector, I want to talk about Mr Cox, who is the head of the Environmental 
Protection Authority.  We all know about Mr Cox’s evidence to the Corruption and Crime Commission hearings.  
He phoned his friend Julian Grill and said, “Julian, it’s Wally here.  I’d like a part-time job, Julian.  I’m under a 
bit of stress.  I am thinking of leaving the EPA.”  Do members know what Julian Grill said?  He said, “For 
heaven’s sake, Wally - don’t leave.”  Why would Julian Grill not want Wally Cox to leave the EPA?  In one of 
his phone calls to Julian Grill, Wally said, “You wouldn’t believe it, Julian.  I met Minister McGowan for the 
first time and he took me aside and he said that he wanted me to stay in the job and asked how he could help.”  
He told Julian Grill - I can table this information - that he thought that someone had pulled a few strings to help 
him out.  Who would that have been?  It was “Sneakers”.  Who would help Julian Grill out by keeping Wally 
Cox in his part-time job?  Which member could not wait to get up and thank Julian Grill in his first speech in this 
Parliament?  Would it be the member for Rockingham?  In his maiden speech the member for Rockingham 
thanked every single substantive member of the right wing of the Labor Party except one person - Brian Burke.  
We all know that the minister and Brian Burke exchange Christmas and birthday cards and other greetings at 
traditional times.  The member for Rockingham has said in this house that every time he gets up to speak, I 
whisper under my breath that Brian Burke does not like him.   

Mr M. McGowan:  It is not whispered under your breath; you say it quite plainly.  

Mr T. BUSWELL:  The member for Rockingham said that I must have spoken to Brian Burke because Brian 
Burke does not like the member.  We all know why Brian Burke does not like the member for Rockingham; I 
imagine it is because Brian Burke would consider the member to be the type of person who would progress 
politically only because of his ability to ingratiate himself with others.  That is how he got the nickname 
“Sneakers”.  Members opposite call him “Sneakers” because he is perpetually ingratiating himself with others!  
There is another term for that - 
Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Suckhole! 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Murdoch to order and direct him to withdraw that remark. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I will touch on other matters which have been raised and which will reflect on the Premier’s 
ability to dribble the ball down the field and whack it through his own goal.  Let us look at the fundraising efforts 
of the member for Wanneroo, which the member for Riverton claimed he did not know anything about. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  The member for Wanneroo asked for or accepted an offer from Mr Burke and Mr Grill to 
invite their people involved in property development in the northern suburbs to a fundraising dinner at which the 
Premier was the guest of honour.  I again give the Premier credit because I understand that when the facts 
became obvious, he walked out the door.  I assume that the member for Wanneroo did not have to refund the 
money. 
What about the member for Kingsley and her links to the City of Wanneroo?  What about the work done on her 
behalf by Mr Burke to get her preselected and elected to Parliament?  What favours did he ask the member or her 
husband to do in their capacity as councillors for the City of Wanneroo?  We know that he asked them because it 
has been noted.  During her time as a council member of the City of Wanneroo, did the member for Kingsley 
ever fail to declare a financial interest?  I reckon I can find out that she did. 
Mrs J. Hughes:  Go for your life! 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  The Premier’s own goal has opened up a Pandora’s box of problems.  I understand that the 
Premier is attempting to do the right thing during this difficult situation by acting decisively and sacking 
ministers in the best and long-term interests of this state.  However, we will continually remind the people of 
Western Australia of the reason we are in this predicament.  We will continually remind them also that the 
reason the member for Riverton is the member for Riverton and the member for Murchison-Eyre will continue to 
be a minister this afternoon is largely because the Premier gave the green light for Brian Burke and Julian Grill 
to have open and public access to the government.  We warned the Premier about that in April.  We saw Brian 
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Burke and Julian Grill out there in the courtyard where some Labor Party members were gathered around them.  
It was a bit like feeding time at the zoo.  They were all gathered around and were pouring over maps of property 
developments, no doubt.  They were there almost instantly.  We said to the Premier that this could be a problem 
and the Premier ignored it. 
Mr P.D. Omodei:  That is how arrogant you were; they came right into the middle of the Parliament. 
Mr T. BUSWELL:  It is getting very difficult to get a word in, Mr Speaker.  They came back.  The challenge 
for the Premier is to outline to the Parliament and the people of this state what actions he intends to take to start 
the process of rebuilding confidence in his government and in the Premier’s remaining two years of his term as 
Premier.  The Premier can be rest assured that we will pursue this matter for as long as it takes.  I am sure that he 
will make the hard decisions, but we will hold him accountable. 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [2.59 pm]:  All members of the Western Australian Parliament have a 
primary responsibility to uphold the reputation and high standards of public life in this state, because, ultimately, 
if that is not done, all of us are implicated and dragged down.  All Western Australians will be dragged down by 
this poor reputation because ethical people, both interstate and overseas, will be unwilling to do business with 
Western Australia.  One of the great blots in the history of this state is, of course, WA Inc, as it has come to be 
known, and all the sleazy business activities and deals of the then Labor government in the mid to late 1980s and 
the early 1990s.  Those activities are an eternal shame for that government and, to some extent, the then 
Parliament.  Fortunately, there was a change of government.  A royal commission was called, which the then 
Premier, Carmen Lawrence, was dragged into establishing, and most of it came out.  Most of us here and people 
interstate and overseas could be excused for thinking, “Here we go again.  It’s WA Inc all over again.”  It is all 
about Labor mates and doing deals with Labor mates, both in business and otherwise, and former members of 
Parliament and so on for their own commercial benefit and not following proper process, as the member for 
Nollamara said in an interjection earlier in today’s debate.  Issues and people should be judged on their merits, 
and not by the sleazy, underhanded backroom deals that we have seen particularly in the past 12 months.  
Whether or not the Premier likes it, the situation is a very poor reflection of his judgment, as indicated in the 
motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition. 

I will quote a couple of examples from the hearings that have been undertaken in the past week or so.  The 
opposition’s motion calling on the Minister for Local Government to resign or be dismissed by the government 
has been adjourned.  There is no question that that will be necessary.  It causes me no joy to say that, because I 
thought the minister was a decent individual who had high standards and was a nice guy.  However, 
unfortunately, much else has been revealed, to my and many other people’s disappointment.  Let us look at what 
was said during the Corruption and Crime Commission hearing yesterday.  The lawyer for the CCC said to 
Mr Bowler -  

But Mr Grill was the very person you thought the Premier would be concerned about if you met him in 
your office.  Are you saying that you then found a way to avoid embarrassment to the Premier by just 
meeting Mr Grill at his home but didn’t tell him?  Is that what you’re saying? 

The response from Mr Bowler, the member for Murchison-Eyre, was, “That’s correct, yes.  I didn’t tell the 
Premier, no.”  The lawyer then asked why, to which the member’s response was - 

I didn’t see the reason for it.  If - can I say if Mr Grill had an office down town I would have met him in 
his office. 

The transcript goes on to state -  

People might suspect you of being very compliant of the wishes of Mr Grill by seeing him in his home.  
Didn’t you think that?---Well, they might suspect that. 

It also goes on to state -  
You issued a media statement on 15 November last year.  I’m sure you recall it.  Can we look at 11582 
please?  Just before we turn to that, you have said that on some occasions you went to Mr Grill’s house 
with staffers.  I take it there were some occasions that you went to Mr Grill’s house alone?---That’s 
correct. 

Let us see how that matches up with the answer given by the Minister for Local Government to a question asked 
by the member for Bunbury in the Legislative Assembly on 24 November 2005.  He was asked -  

Since he has been the minister, has he or any of his staff talked with, met with or had any other dealings 
with Messrs Burke or Grill? 

After some interjections and other comments, the answer was -  
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They will remain friends of mine and I will continue to meet with them.  It is not a contradiction of the 
Premier’s policy, because I have not met Julian Grill in my capacity as a minister. 

He has not met Julian Grill in his capacity as a minister.  Is that not a misleading and, I suggest, a deliberate 
misleading of this Parliament? 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Some would call it a lie. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Clearly it is.  We have not been told the truth, yet this minister remains in his position, at least 
for the time being.  There is no question that he should have resigned by now on the basis of the evidence that 
was given to the CCC yesterday.  As I have said, it causes me no pleasure to say that, but that is the stark reality. 
Let us look at some of the events that took place at the CCC hearings last week.  The member for Riverton, as he 
now is - until recently he was the Minister for the Environment and other portfolios - has protested his 
innocence.  The Premier took the right action.  There was no other action that could have reasonably been taken, 
because the Premier and his government would have been crucified if the member had not been removed from 
his ministerial position.  However, the member protests his innocence and has asserted that the Corruption and 
Crime Commission either showed incompetence or deliberately withheld information that would have 
exonerated him, or words to that effect.  The member for Riverton has asserted that, and I see him nodding. 
If there is a good explanation, why have we not heard it?  Why did we not hear it last week?  Why did the 
Premier not hear it?  If there is a good explanation, the member for Riverton would still be in his job.  The reality 
is that the CCC lawyer Mr Urquhart questioned the member for Riverton as follows - 

Why did you pretend to Mr Grill that you hadn’t actually seen the brief for this matter? 
We all know the background.  It related to a rezoning of land in the Moore River area, and a decision had to be 
made about whether there would be further advertising of that proposed zoning amendment.  The member’s 
response was - 

I don’t know that I did pretend.  I just don’t remember. 
Mr Urquhart said - 

Go to page 1.  This is you ringing Mr Grill and, apart from the normal pleasantry, “How are ya?” and 
“Can you talk?” the very first question you ask is, “Did we make any progress with your request?”  
Why were you saying that when the request had been finalised? 

The member’s response was - 

Look, I don’t - I don’t know. 

Mr Urquhart asked - 

What do you mean, you don’t know? 

The response was - 

Well, I don’t, I don’t.  I can’t answer your question.  I don’t know. 

Mr Urquhart asked - 

You have said it.  This was four months ago.  Why on earth would you say something like that? 

The response was - 

I don’t know. 

Mr Urquhart asked - 

Were you trying to find out if Mr Grill was aware that you had already actually made a decision to 
reverse your earlier one? 

The response was - 

No, not that I recall. 

The member for Riverton clearly needs to give a much better explanation than that he does not remember.  It is 
something that was fairly recent, something that no doubt must have been in his mind and something that, at the 
very least, was highly questionable.  I do not believe he can have it both ways.  He cannot protest his innocence 
but, on the other hand, not give a full explanation. 

The other example to which I will refer and which has been raised apparently in the CCC today also concerns the 
actions of the member for Murchison-Eyre, the Minister for Local Government, relating to when he was a 
member of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee of the Legislative Assembly in the previous term of 
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Parliament, until the end of 2004.  I was also a member of that committee.  It is correct that the committee 
considered issues concerning -  

Mr A.D. McRae:  You were the deputy chair. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Indeed; I was deputy chair.  I was a member of that committee, the member for Riverton was 
the chair, and the member for Murchison-Eyre was also a member of that committee.  The committee made a 
decision to consider issues concerning the Windimurra vanadium mine and the decision by Xstrata to close down 
the mine, and related issues concerning that.  Although I obviously have not seen the written transcript yet 
because it is not available, I understand that in the CCC hearings today, information has been provided indicating 
that Precious Metals Australia Ltd, which was, in simple terms, the opponent of Xstrata, the previous operator of 
the mine, was providing to the member for Murchison-Eyre information about what it wanted changed in the 
final report of the committee regarding that particular matter.  As a member of that committee, which I thought 
was operating in a fair and proper way, I am outraged to know that that is the case.  If I had known that any 
commercial organisation was feeding information through a committee member about exactly what it wanted 
changed in the report, without that being disclosed, obviously I would have certainly been as outraged at the time 
as I am now, and clearly I and other members of the committee would have taken a different view of the 
information that was provided to the committee if that had been disclosed.  Clearly, that is a matter of major 
concern and is something else that, unfortunately, makes the Minister for Local Government no longer able to 
continue in his office. 

I hope that the member for Riverton, the then chair of that committee, was not aware that that was going on.  As 
the former chair of that committee, he needs to give an explanation of whether he was made aware of that sort of 
behaviour and whether information was provided to him that was then fed into the final report and, as I 
understand it, included in the final report pretty well verbatim, if not exactly as PMA wanted it.  That is not the 
way in which a parliamentary committee should operate, and a full explanation of what knowledge the member 
for Riverton had needs to be given by him regarding that matter.   

As I said, we have seen some very questionable behaviour.  There are many other examples that could be given.  
No doubt, they will be debated in the future.  The actions of the member for Murchison-Eyre include arranging 
covert meetings with a paid lobbyist, someone who he knew had a commercial interest in particular issues; 
namely, Julian Grill.  He apparently was told by the member for Murchison-Eyre, the Minister for Local 
Government, that if he wanted him to come over, he should do it in a covert way by asking him to come over for 
“afternoon tea”.  That was the code they had.  Obviously, many afternoon teas were shared between Julian Grill 
and the Minister for Local Government.  That is of major concern.  The Premier needs to act decisively.  He 
needs to admit that he made major errors of judgment last year that, unfortunately, go to the heart of his 
government and the reputation of government in Western Australia and of Western Australia as a whole.  That is 
why the motion should be supported. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [3.10 pm]:  My National Party colleagues and I 
will also support the censure motion.  Corruption will continue to grow and prosper in the Western Australian 
Labor Party when good people allow it to occur without doing or saying anything.  That is what we are seeing at 
the moment.  By falling into line and not standing up in this Parliament today and saying that it is time that this 
stopped, that it is time to move on and that it is time we gave the public of Western Australia some confidence in 
the Parliament, members of the Labor Party are not moving one step forward.  My reading of WA Inc, which 
was one of the darkest periods of Western Australia’s political history, is that Labor people knew what was 
going on but continued to play the team game and hide behind the strength of the team.  They failed to come out 
and say that this has to stop; this is corrupt; this is not good for Western Australia.  Here we have the same 
situation again.  In 2007 the ghosts of WA Inc have returned.  My challenge to members of the Labor Party is to 
let us see some of the people in the Labor Party stand in this Parliament and say that enough is enough.  They do 
not get the chance to do that in the media.  The media will go to the Premier or to ministers.  The backbenchers, 
country or otherwise, need to stand in this Parliament today and say that enough is enough and that they are not 
going to allow this to continue.  Members of the Labor Party must have known that this was going on.  Meetings 
were taking place; phone calls were made; people were ducking out of meetings and leaving early and turning up 
in unexpected places.   

This is an absolute shame for Western Australia, including the good people of Walpole who, at the moment, 
have no power and no water.  What do they read in the news every day?  Corruption in the Labor Party.  Nothing 
can get done unless Burke and Grill say that it should happen.  This is an endemic problem that we need to root 
out of the Labor Party in Western Australia.  Members on this side will stand in this Parliament and call for it to 
be rooted out, but we do not have the ability to root it out because the other side of the Parliament has the 
numbers. 
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Mr J.N. Hyde:  When you were in government, you failed to set up the CCC! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  This is why the Western Australian public is so disappointed.  There is no contrition on that 
side of the house.  There is no show of disappointment.  The member for Perth wants to attack.  When is he 
going to stand and say that he is disappointed in his colleagues for attacking the Corruption and Crime 
Commission?  His colleagues have said that the CCC is a joke and is carrying out a witch-hunt.  It is one of the 
highest courts in the state.  It was set up with the support of the member for Perth.  When is he going to stand in 
this Parliament and say that what the member for Riverton said is a disgrace?  When is the Labor Party going to 
decide that enough is enough?  That is its challenge in this Parliament in this debate today.  The good members 
of the Labor Party need to say that enough is enough and that they need to root out this fundamental problem in 
their party.  The only way they will do that is for them to say that they got to this place through their 
constituency, that they were elected to represent their constituency and that their constituents are devastated at 
what they are seeing in Western Australian politics.  I will stand and use my position as a member of Parliament 
to say that this situation is unacceptable.  It is unacceptable that ministers are dealing with Mr Burke and 
Mr Grill.  It has happened for far too long.  Government members need to start criticising their colleagues.  If 
they continue to stand back and say, “I think you can justify this”, we will not have learnt the lessons of WA Inc, 
we will not learn the lessons from the CCC inquiry in 2006 and 2007 and the Western Australian public will 
continue to be disappointed with their elected representatives.   

This issue calls into question the existence of this Parliament.  Plenty of people are now saying that state 
Parliaments should be abolished.  After seeing what they have read from the CCC inquiry over the past six 
months, we cannot blame them.  No-one can look at any decision made by this government since the Premier 
took up his position early last year and believe that it was made in good faith and for the best interests of the 
state.  No-one can do that.  I will sit down now, but I want the member for Perth to stand and say that enough is 
enough.  I want good people such as the members for Swan Hills and Victoria Park, young members of 
Parliament like me, to stand and say, “Enough is enough.  We are going to root out this corruption and make sure 
that the Western Australian people have faith in their Parliament.”  Until members opposite take that opportunity 
and use the time in this debate today to say that they will turn the corner and root out this evil, no-one in Western 
Australia can have any faith in this government.  All members opposite should support the censure motion 
against the Premier. 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [3.16 pm]:  The opposition has every right to be pursuing this 
issue in the way that it is. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Why’d you gag the previous debate?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will get to that.  The opposition has every right to pursue this issue; it is a very, very 
serious issue.  I have not yet had the chance to speak to the member for Murchison-Eyre today but I intend to.  I 
intend to speak to him as soon as I possibly can after he has finished giving evidence at the Corruption and 
Crime Commission today.  I will then take the action that I consider to be appropriate.  I will speak to him at the 
earliest possible opportunity.   

This government is in a very serious situation.  The integrity of our government is under question.  It is under 
question over a range of fronts and across a range of people.  I want to briefly talk about the central characters in 
this situation.  Brian Burke and Julian Grill are the common point to all these issues.  We are confronted with a 
very, very bad situation.  We are confronted with it because of the relationships that members of the Parliament, 
members of the government, members of the public service and members of the business community have 
developed with Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  These relationships have developed over a long period for some 
and in other cases they are relatively new relationships.  The effect that Brian Burke and Julian Grill are having 
on politics, governance and business in this state is pernicious and malignant and it needs to be stopped.  I intend 
to do everything I possibly can as an individual, as a member of the Labor Party, as a member of the government 
and as the Premier of this state to stop what is happening permanently. 

Brian Burke is a particular character.  In the 1980s, he destroyed his own government, which was full of promise 
and brilliant young people with the potential to change Western Australia for the better, because of his inability 
to tell the difference between right and wrong.  He destroyed the reputations of a number of brilliant young 
people who had been lured into public life in the belief that here at last was a young, energetic man who would 
lead them to great governance.  He destroyed the political career of Peter Dowding, who I believe is a good man 
with a lot to offer this state politically, who wanted to do great things.  The way Brian Burke behaved in 
government destroyed everything for Peter Dowding, leaving him with nothing he could do and no chance.  That 
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destructive, negative force flowed on through the premiership of Carmen Lawrence, although she tried to arrest 
that tide and do things about it.  Effectively, she could not.  I sat through the WA Inc royal commission and 
watched these characters at close range.  I also watched the Marks royal commission at close range, and I learnt 
quite a lot.  One of the things I learnt about is the futility of railing against the machine.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members, the Premier is endeavouring to answer as openly and straightforwardly as possible.  
The constant interjections from people who think they have something to contribute but do not are annoying and 
break up the speech.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have told those on my side of politics not to blame the Corruption and Crime 
Commission.  The inability of these characters to respect the boundaries that should exist in public life is the root 
of the problem.  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Where does the buck stop? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The buck stops with every individual person.  This is a situation in which relationships 
are formed -  
Mr P.D. Omodei:  Is this the new spin? 
The SPEAKER:  I call to order the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is a situation in which relationships are formed and the boundaries that should 
exist between friendships and acquaintances, party political matters and matters of public responsibility, such as 
executive government, are dissolved.   
Mr C.J. Barnett:  That is the case with your ministers.  
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Cottesloe to order for the second time.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  If those boundaries are dissolved, they disappear.  We hear a succession of people 
trying to defend their transgression of the boundaries that should exist, on the basis that it was innocent.  They 
say that this person is a friend; he may be a lobbyist, but he did not influence any decisions.  Brian Burke and 
Julian Grill extract personal financial gain from these relationships.  People in political office who facilitate that 
personal financial gain are making huge errors.  That is what is being exposed at the Corruption and Crime 
Commission to people who cannot see it for themselves.  I believe that Brian Burke and Julian Grill cannot see it 
for themselves.  It is tragic that people of good intention who come into government or into public office - the 
public service - are blind to the boundaries that should exist. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the members for Hillarys and Nedlands.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Some members on this side of politics have said, “These people are friends of mine.”  
No friend would do what these people have done to these members of Parliament.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  So you have all been duped? 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I will deal with that right now.  One matter that is raised continually is the ban that the 
former Premier, Geoffrey Gallop, placed upon ministerial contact with Brian Burke and Julian Grill.  My view 
when I became Premier was that it had been 18 years since Brian Burke had resigned as Premier, and it was time 
to move on.   
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I gave my members the chance to move on painlessly.  However, some members have 
not been able to do that.  Therefore, for some members there has been, there is, and there will be, a lot of pain.  It 
is difficult to deal with individuals who find themselves in this situation; however, it needs to be done.  I am the 
sixth Labor leader since Brian Burke resigned as Premier 19 years ago.  
Mr M.J. Cowper:  Did he resign?   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He resigned - he left - 19 years ago.  I am the sixth Labor leader since that time.  It has 
fallen to me to now deal with these issues, and that is what I intend to do.  I have no choice. 
Ms S.E. Walker:  You did have a choice! 

The SPEAKER:  Order!   
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am of the view - the member may not share my view - that people who are elected to 
Parliament and find themselves in government, and particularly in cabinet, should be able to take responsibility 
for their actions.  It should not be necessary for me to tell members that they should not talk to particular 
persons.  Members should have the maturity, responsibility and judgment to make those decisions themselves.  
However, after what had happened last year, I reimposed the ban, because it seemed that some members needed 
it.  I did not need it.  The majority of members did not need it.  However, some members clearly did need it, 
because they were unable to resist the approaches of these particular characters.  As I have said, Brian Burke 
destroyed the Labor legacy of the 1980s.  The work of Brian Burke and Julian Grill is now threatening this 
government.  We have been in government for six years.  We can be very proud of our record of reform.  Our 
record of economic achievement is the envy of every other state and territory in Australia.  We should be 
unequivocally and unambiguously proud of what we have achieved in government.  However, we need to deal 
with this issue, because the work of Brian Burke and Julian Grill is threatening this government.  Perhaps even 
more tragically, as I read this transcript, they are actually threatening to destroy the careers and prospects of the 
people who would otherwise be the next wave of people to come into the Parliament.  Young people who are 
motivated to get involved in political and public life because they want to do well have been compromised by 
these characters and potentially had their futures in this house and in this life destroyed.  Not the least of all these 
people is Brian Burke’s daughter.  My judgment is that he has destroyed her future in political life.  Members 
opposite are right.  Good people are found across the political spectrum, but the responsibility lies with us in the 
Labor Party and government - good people - to stand up and say that what is happening must stop; it must come 
to an end.  It is my responsibility as Premier to do everything possible to ensure that not only is it stopped but 
also the stain is removed.  I intend to do that; I have no choice.   
Several members interjected.  
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  My only other option, Leader of the Opposition, is to walk out the door and not come 
back.   
Mr R.F. Johnson:  That is what you should do.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I do not intend to do that.   
I take heart from what has happened since last November.  As I have said publicly on radio, when the Norm 
Marlborough issue arose, “Okay, that’s it; that is where I draw the line; Norm Marlborough must go; Brian 
Burke must go”, and they left the Labor Party at that time.  I was judged then on how I dealt with that issue.   
A by-election was held as a result of Norm Marlborough’s exiting political life.  At the by-election the people 
made a judgment on the underlying record of this government, not after six months but after six years.  They 
made a judgment of me.  It was members of the Liberal Party who said that that by-election was all about Alan 
Carpenter.  I thank them.  Members opposite said that it was all about me.  It was not, but a judgment was made 
on what I had done as premier.  More importantly, quintessentially, the judgment was about the candidate who 
put himself forward for public office against a background that may have deterred a number of people from ever 
thinking about coming into public office.  Paul Papalia, the now member for Peel, put himself forward.  
Irrespective of what side of politics one is on, he stood as a beacon, as an outstanding candidate and as a person 
whom we would like to become a member of Parliament.  We need good people who are unencumbered by these 
issues to come into Parliament when they get the chance, and Paul Papalia fits that mould perfectly.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I advise the Leader of the Opposition that in that result I saw a bright light and great 
hope for everybody.  I hope that the new member has an outstanding career.   

The question of what I am going to do about this issue has been raised.  Let me turn it around and say that it is 
happening.  It was about 2004 or slightly before then that we finally got the Corruption and Crime Commission 
up and running, if that is the way to describe it.  We did that because we had the view in opposition that integrity 
in government and public office in Western Australia was not as it should be and we needed to put in place an 
organisation that would ensure the highest possible standards, painful as it may be to some people.  We 
established the CCC to ensure, as best anyone in political life can ensure, that integrity be maintained and that, if 
issues need to be dealt with, they will be revealed and dealt with.  It is happening.  The Leader of the Opposition 
has just given an account of what is happening.  There are very severe ramifications for people who transgress in 
public life.  Those ramifications did not exist until recently.  I have said this all along: when issues arise that 
need to be dealt with by me, I will deal with them no matter how painful or difficult it may be.  I have dealt with 
them and I will continue to do so.  My view is that we have too much to lose for me not to do what is required.   

The overwhelming majority of people on this side and on the other side of politics, outside Parliament and 
throughout Western Australia, are good, honest people.  The overwhelming majority of people on both sides of 
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Parliament get involved because they want to do something good for the community way over and above their 
own interests.  Individuals all around me and sitting opposite make very significant personal sacrifices because 
they are involved in the pursuit of the greater good.  They are not in it for individual gain or benefit.  I lay that 
across both sides of Parliament.  When members of Parliament or of the public sector are found to have done the 
wrong thing and to have mixed personal and party political interests with what is considered to be the public 
interest, they will be dealt with.  Over and above everything else, the public interest must prevail.  If it does not, 
we are all in deep trouble.  If it does not prevail as a result of individual actions or decisions which come to light 
and of which I become aware, those actions and decisions will be dealt with severely. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [3.38 pm]:  I congratulate the Premier on his address.  I have been in this 
chamber for 20 years and I know his speech came from the heart.  I wish to point out some history, as someone 
who has been here for some time and who watched Brian Burke become Premier and dominate this chamber as 
no other Premier has done in my time.  At the time, I listened to reports from members opposite who came to me 
and told me things were not right in the state.  In conversations at the time with my colleagues on this side of the 
chamber, we did not believe Brian Burke was guilty of the charges he was found guilty of.  It was beyond the 
comprehension of opposition members that someone could have gone that far.  In the struggle that was occurring 
at the time, very prominent people in the opposition - I will not use names because I have not cleared the matter 
with them - did not believe all the stories.  I came into this Parliament from the insurance industry at that time 
and people in that industry were telling me absolutely horrendous stories.  The fact is that Brian Burke was 
corrupt.  The fact is that the Burke government was corrupt; I do not think that can be denied.  I am on my feet 
now because many government members do deny it.  From those days until now I have heard people say that 
Brian Burke was just a decent bloke who got caught out.  He was not.  The member for Perth is not present in the 
chamber, but I say to him that we cannot reinvent the past about such a dominant character in this chamber, as 
Brian Burke was when he was Premier, or about David Parker.  I can recall David Parker in this chamber saying, 
“I am a minister for four or five things and I haven’t got enough to do.  Give me more.  I am sensational.”  He 
was a crook.  Those are the facts of the day.  Those same individuals, even though David Parker is no longer part 
of the parliamentary process, have been able to breathe and carry oxygen in this state.  I do not want to be harsh - 
I do want to be harsh, in fact.  It is appalling that some government members a couple of years ago said in the 
Parliament that they supported Brian Burke.  Members can flick through Hansard and see that in a single debate 
at least five government members said that they supported Brian Burke.  It is no longer good enough for the 
member for Perth to come into this chamber and all of a sudden say that Brian Burke is a nasty person. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  I didn’t say that. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Or that we cannot believe anything from Brian Burke because he is a nasty person.  
If all government members thought that was the case, Brian Burke could never have carried out the operations 
that he has carried out in the past two years. 

Mr J.N. Hyde interjected. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  He could have never carried out the operations that he has carried out in the past 
two years if government members had not given him oxygen. 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  Why didn’t you set up the CCC when you were in government for eight years?  You failed, 
Max; you guys failed.  You should have set up that body as soon as you got into power.  You nobbled the ACC. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  All of a sudden the member for Perth is saying that the establishment of the CCC is 
a magic wand for cleaning this state.  I visited my daughter-in-law two days ago and gave her a fairy dress; I 
think I should have given it to the member for Perth. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You are pathetic! 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It depends on how government members take it.  I am saying that the member for 
Perth is out there with the fairies. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  I thought you were bigger than that. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It depends on how members think of themselves.  If members want a definition, the 
member for Perth is out there with the fairies. 

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I am trying to listen to the member for Avon giving a speech.  There is a lot of interaction 
occurring on the other side of the chamber. 
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The SPEAKER:  That comes from the member engaging in abuse when he is on his feet giving a speech.  If he 
does not want interjections, he should not sling arrows across the chamber. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Mr Speaker, I have not asked for your protection. 

The SPEAKER:  No. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  This is actually a pretty serious argument.  The point I am trying to make is that 
many government members will now say that Brian Burke is a terrible man.  If he is such a terrible man, how did 
he have so much power in the past two to three years - I would say to the Premier it is 19 years - if that power 
was not given to him, particularly by government members in the past six years?  The fact is that government 
members gave Brian Burke the oxygen; he could not operate without that oxygen.  I congratulate the Premier on 
his speech, because it is one of the best speeches I have heard a Premier give in this chamber.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  It is probably the only speech that a Premier has given in this chamber!  

Several members interjected.   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Okay.   

I have never lectured my children greatly.  However, I have always told them that they should watch people’s 
actions rather than relying on their words.  It has been said that speech makes up seven per cent of 
communication.  The Labor Party is in government for another two years.  It has the opportunity, and the 
responsibility, to turn this situation around.  The Premier is not in the chamber at the moment.  I am not picking 
on him for being absent.  I was watching members opposite during his speech.  Approximately half of those 
sitting on the government benches listened to him.  Last year when the Premier called for support from his 
colleagues, some members gave it and some did not.  I was here a few days ago - I apologise for jumping all 
over the place, Mr Speaker - when the new member for Peel was learning the procedures of Parliament.  I had 
not met the member before that day.  I congratulate Mr Papalia on becoming the new member for Peel.  I am 
pleased that Mr Papalia is the new member for Peel and I am sure that he will be an outstanding member of 
Parliament.  It is fantastic to see him in the chamber; indeed, he deserves to be here.  The member for Victoria 
Park is also a fantastic member of Parliament.  I have nothing but admiration for the member for Victoria Park.  I 
will not go through what I think of all members opposite because, frankly, there are not too many members on 
that side of the house for whom I do not have respect.  
Mr M. McGowan:  What about the Liberal Party?  
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I want to have a word with the Minister for Education and Training.  I want to visit 
him in a few days to discuss a serious matter on which I want his support.  My name is not Brian Burke.  I am 
not saying that each individual on the other side of the house had a desire to see what happened happen.  
However, collectively they allowed it to happen.  What happened is not the responsibility of the National Party 
or the Liberal Party.  Rather, it is the government’s responsibility.  Members opposite have heard the 
impassioned plea of their Premier.  I point out to members that he is also my Premier.  I like the bloke and I 
would like to see him succeed, even though I would like to see him kicked out of power in two years.  I respect 
the member for Willagee as a Premier.  In my 20 years as a member of Parliament, very few members have 
given the type of speech that the Premier just gave.  I reiterate that words do not count for much and that actions 
count for more.  We will have to see what comes out of this situation.  I was not getting personal with the 
member for Perth.  I think the member for Perth and I know each other well.   
We have allowed the egos of a few members to cause the people of Western Australian a considerable amount of 
pain.  I say “we” because I am a member of the Legislative Assembly.  However, the Labor Party in particular 
has caused the people of Western Australia a considerable amount of pain.  Member for Perth, when I referred to 
being out there with the fairies, I was trying to say that one cannot forget the processes.  The member for Perth 
can be an ALP member and a member of Parliament, and he can argue with me as much as he wants; however, 
in the end he is sitting on the government back bench and I am not.  I would love to be sitting on the government 
back bench.  Indeed, given half a chance I would change seats with the member for Perth.  

Mr J.N. Hyde:  I could get you a membership form.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I do not want to join that club.  

When I have had cups of coffee with people in the community whom I barely know, I have been told that we are 
all crooks.  I cannot tell members how many people I approached to run as a candidate for the National Party 
when I was the leader, only to be laughed at. 

Several members interjected.  
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Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Most people do not want to be members of Parliament because no-one wants to 
suffer the ridicule.  Members have heard it said that parliamentarians are forgotten by their family members.  
Being a member of Parliament is an imposition on people.  I give credit to the new member for Peel and to the 
member for Victoria Park for getting involved in and being part of the political process.  However, members 
cannot deny the facts: Western Australians believe that Brian Burke and Julian Grill run this state.  Why do they 
believe that?  It is because, in part, they do. 

The Premier has just stated his position.  He has put his neck on the line, and I give credit to him for doing that.  
Last year he asked cabinet members whether they had any skeletons in their closet, and the answer was that they 
did not.  Look at the position the Premier is in now. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Did they tell him the truth? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  A good percentage of cabinet members were not straight with the Premier.  The 
reign of the current Premier has been significantly weakened not by him but by his cabinet members.  The 
cabinet must pull together.  I do not want the government to win the next election.  I have been an opposition 
member during the bulk of my time as a member of Parliament.  Although I do not want the government to win 
the next election, I do not want Western Australians to have the view, which has been building up in the eastern 
states’ newspapers, that Western Australia is the Wild West.  That cannot continue. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham - Minister for Education and Training) [3.51 pm]:  Before I begin my 
remarks on the motion, I welcome the new member for Peel to the house.  It is always an uplifting experience to 
see a new member walk in full of excitement about being a new member of Parliament.  I imagine that there has 
never been a more tumultuous time for a new member to be introduced into this house.  He is an outstanding 
person who has served his country very well, and I expect that he will also serve the state very well. 

I will explain to members why I will not support this motion.  I have known some of the individuals involved in 
this matter for a long time, particularly the former member for Peel.  I was appalled at what happened at the end 
of last year.  I watched him on the television recently after he had been filmed walking down the street while he 
was holding a glass of water and his hand was shaking.  I saw the expression on his face, which reflected what 
this process and his actions have brought him to.  It was very sad to see him that way.  Many members have 
known him for a number of years and know the sort of person he was.  It is sad to see what has happened to him.  
However, I have no hesitation in saying that, quite clearly, his behaviour was grossly unacceptable. 

The motion refers to the Premier’s decision when he became Premier to lift the ban on government members 
associating with Mr Burke and Mr Grill.  I recall the discussions about that and that the Premier was resolute 
about the matter.  Brian Burke became the Premier in early 1983, when I was in year 11.  At that time, Leonid 
Brezhnev was in charge of the Soviet Union and Nelson Mandela was in jail on an island off the coast of South 
Africa.  Ronald Reagan was in the early years of his presidency and Margaret Thatcher was in the early years of 
her prime ministership.  The Premier took the view - it was reasonable at the time - that these were historic 
events; that Brian Burke’s time in Parliament was a historic event.  Like Abraham Lincoln, he took the view that 
we should look to the better angels of our nature in relation to these things.  He is an optimist and he presumed 
that the former member for Peel would do the right thing on becoming a minister in this place, that people would 
have moved on from those historic events, and that it was better not to elevate those events to the level they had 
reached when the ban on having contact with Mr Burke and Mr Grill was put in place.  Hindsight has showed 
that his faith and his appeal to the better angels of people’s nature were misplaced. 

At the time, Mr Speaker, you will recall that there was some widespread support for the decision he made, 
particularly from the state’s daily newspaper.  However, I recall that members of the opposition also thought it 
was time to move on.  The Premier has said that it was a mistake, and I think that hindsight has proved that to be 
a correct assessment.  However, in politics people make mistakes.  We all do.  Every person in this place has 
made mistakes.  However, it is what people do about their mistakes that defines them.  The Premier has done 
something about his mistakes.  If this house is attempting to censure the Premier, we should listen to what the 
people have said about these issues.  Shortly after the events and the appalling circumstances surrounding the 
member for Peel, the government, in its second term, was required to hold a by-election, and 30 000 people in 
this state had the opportunity to censure the government.  Who did they censure?  They censured the opposition.  
The point I am making is that those people had their opportunity to rule on the actions of the Premier.  They saw 
a Premier who took action to rectify his mistakes.  There has not been a political leader in this country who has 
not made mistakes.  The member for Avon and the member for Cottesloe are former leaders of a political party.  
Do members think they have not made mistakes?  However, it is what people do about their mistakes that is 
important.  The Premier has taken action in response to those events.  That action has been vindicated in the 
result of the Peel by-election. 
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The influence of Mr Burke in particular has been shown to extend beyond government and the Labor Party.  It 
has been shown to extend into the opposition.  Earlier this week the Leader of the Opposition sacked one of his 
shadow ministers for his behaviour in being used by a political lobbyist at the behest of Mr Burke to take 
forward his commercial interest in the Parliament.  I am wondering.  The Leader of the Opposition set out a 
standard that he would sack people when they read a speech written by Noel Crichton-Browne.  I am just 
wondering: is that the standard that the Leader of the Opposition has set?  Will that apply to all his members who 
are shown to have done that? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Let me tell you this: Noel Crichton-Browne is a former senator who was expelled from the 
Liberal Party 13 years ago.  He has no influence on the public service in Western Australia at all.  Your problem 
is that the corruption goes right into the heart of government, right into government service.  What has your 
Premier done about it?  Nothing. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The Leader of the Opposition will not answer the question.  However, if he is to be 
consistent, everyone who has had his or her speeches written by Noel Crichton-Browne must now be sacked 
from the front bench.  That is the rule the Leader of the Opposition set out, and that is the rule I heard him state 
on the television the other night. 
I had the experience last year of taking forward the government’s liquor reform legislation.  In fact, it was in this 
chamber that the process concluded at the end of last year.  During that process, I had reason to appreciate some 
members of the opposition as being good people.  I recognised that they were good people.  They saw the value 
of the legislation and recognised that its implementation would do a good job for Western Australia.  In fact, it 
was said by some members of the opposition that in their entire parliamentary careers they had never received 
such a large amount of lobbying as they had on this issue. 
At the time at which I was discussing that legislation with people from the Australian Hotels Association, I asked 
them directly, “Have you engaged Mr Burke as your lobbyist?”  I wanted to know.  They told me and my staff 
that, no, they had not, and I believed them.  Of course, the evidence that was brought out last year showed that 
that was a lie on the part of those people. 
At the start of this process, I came up to this Parliament and went to see Hon Norman Moore about this matter.  
He told me in his office that he thought it was a good idea and that he wished he had done it when he was 
minister.  This was the sort of thing he wanted to do as minister because he thought it would be good for Western 
Australia.  Something happened.  Hon Norman Moore suddenly became the most vicious advocate against this 
legislation in the Liberal Party room.  I wonder what happened.  Brian Burke is the lobbyist for the AHA.  He 
engages Noel Crichton-Browne, who is the leader of a group of Liberals, many of whom said they supported 
aspects of the legislation.  Suddenly, there was an amazing backflip, and they opposed the legislation for all they 
were worth.  In fact, it was said that it was the greatest lobbying effort against a piece of legislation that people 
in this Parliament have ever experienced.  That is what the Leader of the Opposition actually told me.  He was a 
good man.  He said that he thought it was in the interests of the state and that it should be supported.  However, a 
whole range of other Liberal Party spokespeople took a different view.  I wonder what happened in between my 
speaking with Hon Norman Moore and his telling me that he thought it was a good idea and what then took 
place.  I can surmise and I can speculate.  In fact, the AHA people actually told me that they knew they would 
defeat us in the upper house; they did not have to worry about our legislation because they knew we would be 
defeated in the upper house.  Why did they have that confidence?  It was because they knew that they had 
enough members of the Liberal Party in their pockets to ensure the legislation would not be passed. 
It does not take Einstein to work out what happened.  The lobbyist for the AHA got on to a senior former Liberal 
Party figure and got into the pockets, into the ears and into the minds of many members opposite to ensure that 
they opposed that legislation for all they were worth.  A whole range of questions must be answered by members 
opposite about that matter, because they have been used as tools by these people in relation to legislation in this 
Parliament.   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  What’s this got to do with the debate? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  Because it was corrupt.  What happened on that side of the house was corrupt.  I was in 
the caucus when the legislation came in.  Was there one person who spoke against it?  No, there was not.  They 
had no influence on the caucus.  However, what happened in the Liberal Party room?  Initially, the Liberal Party 
opposed it.  The Leader of the Opposition was a very good person about this legislation because he came out and 
supported it.  I cannot say the same for a range of his colleagues. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [4.05 pm]:  I cannot believe that the Premier, of all people, could have made 
such a gross error of judgment in letting Brian Burke and Julian Grill have contact with the cabinet.  The Premier 
sat through the WA Inc era.  He sat through every hearing and meeting.  He, more than all other members of this 
house, should have known what they were like.  I am worried because the Premier talks about cutting out what 
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he calls a cancer in this Parliament and a cancer in his side of politics.  I know a little bit about cancer because I 
have worked in MoleScan clinics.  I know how cancers work and how they spread.  The Premier should look at 
not only where there has been influence on his ministers from Brian Burke and Julian Grill, but also how it has 
spread and where it has spread.  I have read the transcripts of how they have influenced other people.  We need 
only to return to the Norm Marlborough affair and how Brian Burke could ring a chief of staff of a department 
and get straight through to him.  I had an issue in Mandurah and wanted to speak to the local planning 
department about a local issue.  I was told that I could not talk to them; that I was not allowed to talk to them.  
Despite that, Brian Burke can directly ring a chief of staff and say “G’day, how are you?”   

What about Mr Lyall?  I have read the transcripts of the member for Riverton and Mr Lyall.  Mr Lyall gave his 
curriculum vitae to Julian Grill.  He was asked why he gave the CV to Julian Grill and said that he did not know.  
Mr Lyall was asked whether Julian Grill had any part in getting him a job, and he said that he did not know.  He 
is a chief of staff who has a direct contact and a direct linkage to Brian Burke and Julian Grill. 

We also heard about Mr Cox and the fact that the former minister did not want him to get out and move 
somewhere else; he wanted him to stay where he was.  We listened to Gary Stokes.  Gary Stokes wanted to get 
out into the private sector, but, no, he was not allowed to go.  It was not that the former minister would not let 
him go but that Brian Burke and Julian Grill would not let him go.  They conspired to make sure that he could 
not get a job outside the public sector because they wanted him to stay.   

Is the Premier going to find out how many chiefs of staff have been influenced directly by Brian Burke and 
Julian Grill?  How many senior members of departments have had direct contact with Brian Burke and Julian 
Grill? 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  That is what the CCC is trying to find out. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  That may be what it is looking at but some issues have arisen in which members on the other 
side have had Brian Burke and Julian Grill run fundraising events for them.  In one case it involved $30 000.  It 
is there: listed in the documents of the Corruption and Crime Commission is a fundraising event of $30 000.  
There was another fundraising event for the member for Riverton.  How many others are there?  Will the 
Premier find out how many of his current members of Parliament have had fundraising events organised by those 
two people?  Premier, when a person wants to cut out a cancer, he cannot just cut out the black spots and the top.  
He has to cut out every tentacle and root of the cancer wherever it spreads; otherwise, it will come back.  It has 
to be got at everywhere.  I wonder how we have got to the stage at which those people have had all this 
influence.  We must remember that the Premier lifted the ban on contact with those men. 

I have with me a copy of an article from The West Australian dated 21 January 2006.  It describes the Premier’s 
election.  Up to that date we knew that the member for Midland had the numbers to become the Premier.  What 
happened when the member had the numbers?  The leading member of the left faction, the current Minister for 
Health, realised that the member for Midland did not have the ability to win at the next election.  What did he 
do?  He found a group within the left faction.  I know the Minister for Housing and Works is from the new right 
faction.  She broke away because of Brian Burke.  The member for Swan Hills is there too.  They broke away 
from that group because Brian Burke wanted to influence the selection of members in certain seats.  They broke 
away so they could support another person.  

Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  It’s actually Ballajura. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  I thank the member for saying that; I was sparing him as an Independent.  Certain members 
broke away because of the member for Ballajura.  In this case, the leader of the left, the Minister for Health, 
decided that the member for Midland was not the one.  He got the group.  The members of the group who helped 
him are listed in this article from The West Australian.  Am I allowed to say their names if I quote the 
newspaper?  If not, I will need assistance.  Members of that group include one of the members in the upper 
house, who is the Minister for Fisheries; the member for Wanneroo; the Minister for Energy; another upper 
house member, who is the former secretary to the minister.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You can read it out. 

Dr K.D. HAMES:  If I am allowed to quote, I will do so.  The article states - 

Shortly before 5pm, the metalworker-aligned MPs - Jon Ford, Di Guise, Fran Logan, Sally Talbot, 
David Templeman and Tony O’Gorman . . .  

Three of those members are now ministers.  They broke away from the group and made sure that the current 
Premier got elected.  It continues - 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 27 February 2007] 

 p13b-28a 
Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Troy Buswell; Speaker; Mr John Day; Mr Brendon Grylls; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Max 

Trenorden; Mr Mark McGowan; Dr Kim Hames 

 [16] 

The West Australian understands that Tourism Minister Mark McGowan, deputy premier Eric Ripper, 
Sport and Recreation Minister John Bowler - 

the minister in trouble - 

and Mrs Guise - 

who had a recent fundraising function - two of those had obviously been supported by one of the gentlemen in 
question, Mr Burke - 

were instrumental in pulling the numbers together for Mr Carpenter in a week-long campaign.   

The Premier is not out of this.  He has done the right thing because he had to, even though I trust that he would 
have done those things anyway.  I think he has some questions to answer, particularly in the future, when we will 
explore this issue of him and the former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs allegedly colluding to knock back an 
Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee recommendation to support Fortescue.   

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 

[Continued on next page.] 
 


